Reawakened - Part 4: Who Says You Can't Come Home?

Hebrews 10:19-25
Introduction: A 7-year-old boy in Plain City, Utah, woke up one Sunday morning and hopped in his parents car, pulled out of the driveway, and took off down the road. Not long after, local police began receiving complaints about an erratic driver in a white Dodge Intrepid. When deputies located the vehicle and turned on their flashers, the boy refused to pull over, instead leading police on a low-speed chase through the streets of Plain City.
Sheriff's lieutenant Matthew Bell believes there is a practical reason the boy never exceeded 40 miles per hour: "His speed was slow, but erratic," Bell said. "He would kind of scoot down lower to push on the gas, and kinda sit up on the seat more to see where he was going."
The chase finally ended when the boy pulled back into the driveway of his suburban home, hopped out of the car, and fled into the garage. Later confronted by police, he finally explained the motivation behind his unexpected joyride: it was just too hot to go to church.
I am glad you decided to join us today and not run away like this young man tried to. Church is important - especially for believers. Through church, we are encouraged and equipped to become better Christians. I happen to believe that church is, and ought to be, a place that no matter what is happening in your life, you can always feel safe and be welcomed home. Even when there have been differences within the family, we still out to welcome people back with open arms and forgiveness.
I. A CLEAR CALL TO SALVATION (vv. 19-22)
a. Why would we begin this message about the importance of church by talking about Salvation? Well because Salvation is a prerequisite for true fellowship!
i. "that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ." (1Jn 1:3)
ii. "For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit." (1Co 12:13 HCSB)
b. Through salvation, we are invited into fellowship with God and with one another. You can't be a part of the Church without being saved and you can be saved without being a part of the Church. There is a difference in church and Church by the way.

c. We have fellowship with God and, as a result, with one another because of...

i. The shedding of Jesus blood (10:19). Before Jesus, there were many restrictions on how God's people could come into God's presence. In fact, only the high priest could enter into the God's presence and then only on certain days and under certain conditions. However, those who have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus have received the freedom to enter into God's presence at any time and with confidence.
ii. The sacrifice of Jesus body (10:20). When Jesus gave his life on the cross, scripture tells us that the veil in the Temple that separated the holy place from the Holy of Holies was torn in two from top to bottom. It means that we have direct access to God through the torn body of Jesus.
iii. The service of Jesus as our High Priest (v. 21-22). Jesus lives forever to make intercession for those who have been cleansed by His blood. (10:12) Our sinful conscience has been washed clean through his work as High Priest in heaven.

d. Our salvation brings us into the Body of Christ - His church - where we have fellowship with one another and with God.
II. A CORPORATE CALL TO STIMULATION (v. 24)
a. Verse 24 tells us that it is the duty of the members of His church to stir up one another to love and good works. Notice, it does not say that we are to stir up trouble for one another. In fact, this is what we are to do to those who cause dissention in the body...

i. "As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned." (Tit 3:10-11)
ii. This is known as church discipline - a practice that is rarely instituted in most churches today - but should be. I know this seems harsh, but it serves a purpose: to provoke that person to repentance. That however, it another sermon.
b. Church is important because through the fellowship of other believers, we are stimulated to become better believers - we are stirred toward deeper love for one another and to good works. At least, that is how it is supposed to work.
c. If you neglect to be with other believers, you are going to miss the mutual encouragement provided through church fellowship, plus you will not have the opportunity to be an encourager for others. 
d. As it says in Proverbs 27:17, "Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another." Being together makes us better believers. You will not grow much in your relationship with God apart from the local church. 
i. Illus. Lady traveling the road from Alberta Canada to the Yukon in her old Honda Civic to White Horse. Dangerous road. Truckers offered to "Hug" her.
ii. We need to "hug" one another in the church - that is to help each other on our spiritual journey.
III. A COMPASSIONATE CALL TO STAND OUT (v. 25)
a. We have been learning about the book of Hebrews during Wednesday Night prayer meeting. Many Hebrew believers faced persecution and were disowned by their Jewish family because of their faith in Christ. The temptation to return to Judaism was strong.
b. For whatever reason - be it persecution, apathy or apostasy - apparently, some of the Hebrew believers had stopped gathering with other believers. 
c. The writer to the Hebrews was issuing a compassionate call to them to be different from the other people - to not neglect the assembly of themselves together as some where in the habit of...Neither should we...
i. Illustration. I saw this list of 12 reasons why a person stopped attending sporting events - I think we can learn some lessons from this list...

1. The coach never came to visit me.
2. Every time I went, they asked me for money.
3. The people sitting in my row didn't seem very friendly.
4. The seats were very hard.
5. The referees made a decision I didn't agree with.
6. I was sitting with hypocrites—they only came to see what others were wearing!
7. Some games went into overtime and I was late getting home.
8. The band played some songs I had never heard before.
9. The games are scheduled on my only day to sleep in and run errands.
10. My parents took me to too many games when I was growing up.
11. Since I read a book on sports, I feel that I know more than the coaches, anyway.
12. I don’t want to take my children because I want them to choose for themselves what sport they like best.
ii. Truthfully, I believe that you make time for those things that are important to you. Church ought to be important to every believer. Make time!
d. I do recognize that people drop out of church for many reasons. I don't want to make light of those. Truthfully, Church is made up of sinful people who do sinful things. If you are looking for the perfect church and you find it, please don't there and mess it up? Get what I mean?
Closing: An early church leader named Cyprian once said, "No one can have God as his Father who does not have the church as his mother." What a beautiful picture...the church is like our mother - providing nurture, care and concern for her children. As children, our mothers love was vital to helping us become the people we become. So the church is there to nurture it's children too. Without it, your growth will be stunted. We won't survive long in this evil world without our church family.
